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The Denali Commission Act

Denali Commission

Mission 
Deliver services of Federal Government cost-effectively to promote economic 
development with a focus on rural infrastructure development

Broad Authority 
Allows flexibility to fill Market Gap for Rural Infrastructure

Commission Special Tools:
1. Section 311 transfer authority
2. Non-federal cost share
3. No-year funds

This means Partnerships!
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Mission: to promote economic development 
with a focus on critical infrastructure and 
workforce training in rural Alaska.
• Energy
• Bulk Fuel
• Health Facilities
• Transportation
• Infrastructure Protection

• Water/Sanitation & Solid Waste
• Workforce Development
• Broadband
• Housing
• Community Facilities

$1.4 billion invested in over 230 communities

Denali Commission



Supporting NRCS Programs and Partners 
Funding Opportunity with Denali Commission 



NRCS 101
 NRCS is a federal agency under the U.S. Department of Agriculture

 NRCS provides Technical Assistance and Financial Assistance to private 
landowners to address natural resource concerns on private 
agricultural lands.

 Lands managed for subsistence are agricultural lands

 Participation in NRCS programs is voluntary

 Goal of this funding opportunity: Increase participation and 
implementation of NRCS Farm Bill Programs in Alaska



Three Focus Areas
 CAPACITY BUILDING

 SUPPORT TO GROUPS TO IMPLEMENT 
NRCS PROJECTS

 CONSERVATION EASEMENTS SUPPORT



NRCS Resource Concerns
A natural resource concern is a problem or issue that impairs the 
sustainability or intended use of that resource. 



Resource Issues NOT addressed by NRCS
 Sanitation
 Drinking Water / Municipal Water
 Wildlife Populations
 Coastal Erosion Control
 Public Lands Management
 Recreational projects (hiking trails, bike paths, etc.)



Conservation Opportunities on 
Grazing Lands

 Prevent over-grazing
 Promote healthy forage production
 Improve animal health
 Reduce soil erosion
 Improve soil health
 Improve biodiversity
 Increase sustainability



Grazing Lands 
Conservation Practices

 Grazing Management Plan
 Hay and pasture plantings
 Livestock watering facilities
 Fence
 Heavy Use Protection Area



Conservation Opportunities on 
Crop Lands for Soil Health

 Improved water infiltration
 Increased pest resistance
 Increased crop nutrition
 Save labor and fuel
 Reduce inputs
 Reduce soil loss to erosion
 Increase diversity



Crop Lands – Soil Health
Conservation Practices

 No-till 
 Reduced till
 Cover crops
 Crop rotation
 Integrate grazing



Conservation Opportunities for 
Small Scale Agriculture

 Extend growing season
 Improve crop health & production
 Grow wider diversity of crops
 Reduce pest pressure
 Reduce inputs
 Save water
 Build food security



Small Scale Agriculture 
Conservation Practices
 Seasonal high tunnel
 Low tunnel
 Nutrient management
 Pest management
 Crop rotation
 Irrigation system
 Irrigation water management



Conservation Opportunities for 
Forestry 

 Reduce pest pressure
 Mitigate Spruce Beetle kill
 Reduce wildfire risk
 Improve wildlife habitat
 Increase biodiversity
 Improve ecosystem resilience



Forestry
Conservation Practices
 Forest management plan
 Pre-commercial thinning
 Woody residue treatment
 Tree / shrub plantings
 Tree / shrub pruning
 Fuel breaks 
 Windbreaks
 Structures for wildlife



Conservation Opportunities for 
Salmon Habitat

 Restoring access to spawning and rearing 
habitat with culverts or bridges

 Enhance long-term stream function
 Restore stream and riparian area function
 Maintain adequate in-stream flows 



Salmon Habitat
Conservation Practices
 Aquatic Organism Passage 
 Stream Habitat Improvement and 

Management
 Access Road
 Obstruction Removal
 Streambank Protection
 Tree/Shrub Establishment



Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP)

 Most popular program in Alaska
 Great for new farmers & new clients
 Works like a reimbursement 
 Assist with single/multiple conservation 

practices
 Unique to your operation
 Includes a conservation plan



Conservation Stewardship 
Program (CSP)

 For those who want to ‘level up’ 
conservation efforts and go above & beyond

 Must already show you are doing a baseline 
level of conservation

 Enrolls your entire operation in the program
 Receive an annual lump sum payment every 

year for 5 years
 Plus receive payments to install additional 

conservation activities



Agricultural Land Easements
 Protect farmland from non-ag development
 Keep farmland in agriculture for future 

generations
 You maintain land ownership and some land 

rights
 Easement is held by a 3rd party Land Trust
 Earn income for the easement 
 Preserve farming legacy



Wetland Reserve Easements
 Restore wetlands previously impacted by ag 

production
 Protect wetlands from future development
 Provide fish and wildlife habitat
 Improve water quality
 Reduce flooding
 Recharge groundwater
 Earn income for the easement
 You maintain land ownership & some land 

rights



Contact

Austin Shero
Assistant State Conservationist 
for Field Operations
907-761-7762
Austin.Shero@usda.gov

www.nrcs.usda.gov/ak



Conservation in Alaska – Popular Practices

Forest Stand Improvement Woody Residue Treatment Tree/Shrub Establishment Trails and Walkways

High Tunnel Irrigation System Irrigation Water 
Management

Conservation Crop 
Rotation



More Popular Practices

Nutrient Management Cover Crops Obstruction Removal

Aquatic Organism PassageFuel Break Grazing Management


