HERE ARE TWO VERSIONS OF THE BIO WITH QUOTES WOVEN IN

PAUL LOEB--BIOGRAPHY

Paul Rogat Loeb has spent thirty years researching and writing about citizen responsibility and empowerment--asking what makes some people choose lives of social commitment, while others abstain. He has written five widely praised books, lectured to enthusiastic responses at 400 colleges and universities around the country (including Harvard, Yale, Stanford, Chicago, and Columbia) and been a lead speaker at numerous conferences including the National Education Association, Education Commission of the States, American Society on Aging, American Bar Association, Engineers Without Borders, American Association of Colleges & Universities, National Association of Student Personnel Administrators, the national association of college honors programs, and Teach For America. His 2002 talk to the annual provost’s conference of the American Association of State Colleges & Universities inspired their 200-campus American Democracy Project.

Loeb's first book, Nuclear Culture (New Society Publishers 1986), explored the daily world of atomic weapons workers in Hanford, Washington. The Chicago Tribune called it "vivid, sympathetic and chilling to the bone," and the Washington Post found it “most disturbing." Hope in Hard Times (Lexington Books 1987) examined the lives and visions of ordinary Americans involved in grass roots peace activism. The New York Times said "In giving the peace movement the serious portrait it deserves Loeb offers the kind of confirmation the peace movement needs," The Atlantic called it "an eloquent book," Susan Sontag called Loeb “a national treasure,” and Alice Walker wrote, "The voices Loeb finds demonstrate that courage can be another name for love." 
Generation At The Crossroads: Apathy And Action On The American Campus (Rutgers University Press 1994) explored the values and choices of American college students. The Economist wrote, "Recounts engaging, honest conversations with apathetic 'adapters' as well as with activists who were able to make a difference...speaks poignantly about the much-ignored plight of poor students who struggle with steep tuition fees and debt." Henry Louis Gates commented, “Loeb’s extensive personal interviews and traveling to campuses gives his work authenticity.  The style of his writing makes his discoveries accessible.” And Publishers Weekly concluded, “Replacing a facile stereotype of a self-centered generation with a more complex portrait of a diverse group of individuals facing a host of both personal and systemic challenges, this study is revisionist social history at its best.”

Soul Of a Citizen: Living With Conviction in a Cynical Time (St Martin's Press 1999), looks at what it takes to lead lives of social commitment despite all the obstacles. Children's Defense Fund president Marian Wright Edelman wrote, "Soul of a Citizen helps us find the faith we need to act on our deepest beliefs—and keep on." “I stayed up half the night reading Soul of a Citizen,” wrote Jonathan Kozol, “finding it a beautiful and morally transcendent work that speaks directly to the heart.” “Should be required reading for all American college students,” wrote National Student News Service. The Chicago Sun-Times called it “A passionate but reasoned call for Americans to become involved in issues that matter."  Soul now has 100,000 copies in print and is used on hundreds of campuses to create greater civic engagement.

Paul’s most recent book, The Impossible Will Take a Little While: A Citizen’s Guide To Hope in a Time of Fear (Basic Books 2004) has 65,000 copies in print through seventeen printings and is also being assigned at colleges and universities throughout the country. Teaching Tolerance called the book ”a must read,” “Paul Loeb brings hope for a better world in a time when we so urgently need it” wrote Habitat for Humanity founder Millard Fuller. And Bill Moyers told Paul, “You are part of what's good about this world and I admire your work very much. This book can even make one hopeful about the future despite so many signs to the contrary." In naming The Impossible the #3 political book of 2004, The American Book Association & the History Channel concluded, “This might possibly be the most important collection of stories and essays you will ever read.”  The Impossible also won the Nautilus Award for best social change book. 

An Affiliated Scholar at Seattle's Center for Ethical Leadership, Loeb has also written for the New York Times, Washington Post, USA Today, Los Angeles Times, Christian Science Monitor, Chronicle of Higher Education,  Psychology Today, Redbook, The Boston Globe, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, St Louis Post Dispatch, Detroit Free Press, San Francisco Chronicle, Sojourners, Teaching Tolerance, the International Herald-Tribune, Mother Jones, and The Nation. He has done over 800 TV and radio interviews, and has appeared on PBS, CNN, C-Span, the NBC Nightly News, the BBC, National Public Radio (repeat appearances from “All Things Considered” and “Morning Edition” to “The Tavis Smiley Show”), American Urban Radio, Fox News, Canadian Broadcasting Company, and the ABC, NBC, and CBS radio networks. 

For information on Loeb’s books, including on free academic exam copies and examples of the powerful classroom responses, see www.paulloeb.org.  To receive his monthly articles, email sympa@lists.onenw.org with the subject line: subscribe paulloeb-articlesedu 

TWO PARAGRAPH VERSION

Paul Loeb has spent thirty-five years researching and writing about citizen responsibility and empowerment--asking what makes some people choose lives of social commitment, while others abstain. His newest book is The Impossible Will Take a Little While: A Citizen’s Guide to Hope in a Time of Fear (Basic Books, 2004), named the #3 political book of fall 2004 by the History Channel and American Book Association, and winner of the Nautilus Award for best social change book. He’s also the author of Soul of a Citizen: Living With Conviction in a Cynical Time (now with 100,000 copies in print), Generation at the Crossroads: Apathy & Action on the American Campus, Nuclear Culture, and Hope in Hard Times.  An Affiliate Scholar at Seattle's Center for Ethical Leadership, he's written for the New York Times, Washington Post, USA Today, Los Angeles Times, Boston Globe, Psychology Today, Mother Jones, The Nation, Redbook, the International Herald Tribune and the Christian Science Monitor, been interviewed on CNN, NPR, C-SPAN, NBC news, CBC, the BBC, and NPR, and lectured at 400 colleges throughout the country and numerous national and international conferences.  His 2002 talk to the American Association of State Colleges & Universities inspired that association’s 200-campus American Democracy Project. 

Alice Walker writes, "The voices Loeb finds demonstrate that courage can be another name for love." "Soul of a Citizen helps us find the faith we need to act on our deepest beliefs—and keep on," says Marian Wright Edelman.  Habitat for Humanity founder Millard Fuller concludes “Paul Loeb brings hope for a better world in a time when we so urgently need it.” The late Susan Sontag called Loeb “A national treasure.” And Bill Moyers writes, of The Impossible Will Take a Little While, “This book can even make one hopeful about the future despite so many signs to the contrary." Loeb’s books are being used at hundreds of campuses to inspire student engagement. For information on Loeb’s books, including free academic exam copies, examples of the powerful classroom responses, and how to get his monthly articles, see www.paulloeb.org
