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The Knowledge Industry Network (KIN) 
Quarterly Report, Oct. 30, 2006



a) Deliver business workshops and entrepreneurial education throughout Alaska via UAS interactive satellite and webcast system.



· In March of 2007, a KIN Venture Panel will be held at UAS and broadcasted live statewide.  Leading business experts from the community will share their expertise with an audience of entrepreneurs, service providers, and investors.  The format will be one hour of question-and-answer followed by one hour of networking.  The theme of the Venture Panel is yet to be determined.



b) Conduct in-state training, create peer exchange and mentorship network, and promote best practices to strengthen the capacity of existing local business assistance organizations.



· The Knowledge Industry Network (KIN) hosted its first Venture Panel in Juneau on October 12th. The event was an opportunity for entrepreneurs to pose questions via a moderator to a panel of experts representing hundreds of cumulative years of business experience.  

Panelists included:


Tom Sullivan


Vice President, Alaska Pacific Bank

Amy Lea


Director of SBA Southeast

Sandro Lane


Founder, Alaska Protein Recovery

Kristen Pettersen

Local Investor and Attorney

Peter Naoroz


Attorney and CEO, Kootznoowoo Corp.

Grady Saunders


Founder and President, Heritage Coffee Co.

Doug Arends


Chef and Managing Partner, The Sandpiper Cafe


The panel was moderated by Lance Miller, Executive Director of JEDC.  The question and answer session was followed by a valuable networking session.  

· The Anchorage launch of KIN will take place at the BP Energy Center on the evening of Nov. 9th from 6:30-9pm.  The launch event will provide attendees with an introduction to the different opportunities afforded by the Knowledge Industry Network.  The event will have a “Networking 101” Theme, with networking tips available on a handout.  The event will provide an opportunity for Alaska’s young professionals (and friends of all ages) to make valuable contacts with other professionals and community members in a setting that is casual, inclusive, and supportive.  An Anchorage KIN member email database will be created and maintained, beginning with the launch event.   

· AccessAK.org, a wiki-style, user-driven website, was launched in June 2006 and continues to evolve.  The site is a portal to provide Alaskans with a wealth of Alaska-relevant information along with access to business and technical assistance providers, mentors, financial resources, and links to common/complimenting interest professionals.  The site is an innovative way for Alaskans to connect and exchange best practices information for all industries, and the wiki-style makes for the most inclusive 

· KIN Venture Panels will take place in the Spring of 2007 in Juneau, Anchorage and Fairbanks.  The events will be videotaped, with DVDs distributed to business and entrepreneurial assistance providers statewide.  Each panel will have a theme, TBA.



c) Create active networking opportunities, mentor programs, and a resource network for entrepreneurs to strengthen entrepreneurial culture and spur innovation.



· Monthly KIN Pub Nights in Juneau have been taking place since August.  KIN Pub Nights provide a venue for business networking that appeals to Alaska’s 20/30-somethings.  More than 50 people have been in attendance at each event.  An email database of attendees is being maintained, and outreach to new KIN participants is ongoing. 

· Anchorage KIN Pub Nights will begin in late 2006 or early 2007.   

· The KIN School-to-Work program is being developed, with a goal of 5 interns placed in Summer 2007.  The intent of KIN’s school-to-work program is to connect students to the Alaska business community before they leave for college.  If a student is able to create an internship in the industry of their choice, they are more likely to be engaged and contribute, which increases the long-term benefits for both the student and the employer.  KIN’s School-to-Work program will complement existing internship programs by providing student-driven internship opportunities.  A successful intern will establish a professional reputation, cultivate a skill base, obtain mentors, and develop a network within Alaska’s business community.  These achievements will provide incentive to remain in the state to pursue a career.  By hosting well-matched interns, businesses will cultivate a homegrown workforce with strong ties to Alaska’s professional community, ensuring the availability of the human capital all businesses need to succeed.  



d) Leverage new funding sources to provide additional amounts and types of funding for Alaska’s entrepreneurs and to sustain both the KIN and collaborators.  Non-federal funds may be used for lobbying.



· The Knowledge Industry Network has obtained major private sponsorship from BP, as well as a substantial grant from the State of Alaska.

· Fundraising activities are ongoing, and range from individual KIN Pub Night sponsorships to large foundation grants.  

