Teleconference Report

July 26, 2006

 Attendees:

Ed Collazzi, DNR

Brady Scott, DNR

Travis Guymon, DNR

Joan Gilbertson, DNR

Mike Mitchell, AG

David Lockard, AEA, Project Manager
Steve Stassel, AE&E, Engineering Consultant
Rick Elliott, Land Consultant

A teleconference was held on July 26, 2006, with the above parties.  The topic of discussion was site control for bulk fuel tank farm and diesel powerhouse module projects in the community of Gustavus that are in design by the Alaska Energy Authority (AEA).

Tank Farm 

The proposed upgraded tank farm site is located east of the existing tank farm and is contained within property described as Tract B, State of Alaska Land Survey No. 85-82, Plat 86-61.  This property is owned by the State of Alaska pursuant to a quiet title action.  The judgment stipulates that the land will be used for historic and recreation purposes, and prohibits expanding the existing fuel storage area.  However, the judgment also stipulates that the parties shall have the right to revoke and enforce the provisions of the judgment. Plaintiff Charles W. De Boer, the United States of American and the State of Alaska, defendants, were the parties to the stipulated agreement.   

Mike Mitchell expressed the opinion that all three parties would have to agree to any changes in the stipulations.  David Lockard reported that preliminary discussions with the DeBoers in this regard were favorable.

The parties were uncertain which federal entity would be involved, but it might be the Bureau of Land Management.  DNR agreed to research their files to help make this determination.   Mike Mitchell said that he would contact the USDI Solicitor’s Office in this regard. DNR staff indicated that John Baker might be the AG contact on behalf of DNR.  Mike Mitchell will contact John Baker. 

DNR staff indicated that the City of Gustavus could request title or long term lease (the lease can not be for more than 55 years) to the property under the Public and Charitable Use statute (AS 38.05.810).  DNR staff indicated this would be at least a 6-month process.  The parties agreed that a fee title conveyance would seem to be the best option.  It was agreed that the modified agreement and the Public and Charitable Use application process could proceed concurrently. 

DNR is to forward via email the land use application to Rick Elliott, Steve Stassel and the City.
  Steve Stassel and Rick Elliott will prepare a site control action plan to outline the steps necessary to obtain site control for the tank farm site.  It was agreed that copies of the teleconference notes should be sent to the DeBoers, the City of Gustavus and DOT&PF.

An issue not directly connected to the tank farm was the dock staging area.  There was discussion over whether this should be a DOT&PF or City project.  Discussion with the parties is necessary to make that determination.  If the party is DOT&PF, DNR indicated this might be accomplished by an amendment to the Interagency Land Transfer Agreement (ILMA).  If the party is the City, the City could apply under the Public and Charitable Use statute.

DNR inquired whether the City has included the tank farm, dock, and staging area in its current comprehensive plan.  Additionally, DNR suggested that a plan amendment may be required through DNR to authorize the uses of the land for purposes other than recreational purposes.

Site control for the tank farm site is needed by December 2007.

Power Plant Site

The proposed power plant site is also located on State of Alaska owned land.  Joan Gilberston, DNR, reported that she has had discussions with the City of Gustavus about the City obtaining land for the power plant site under the Municipal Land Entitlement Act.  Joan reported that the City has 28 acres of entitlement and has until December 1, 2006, to make its selections.  DNR prefers that the City do the entire selection at one time.

It was initially reported by DNR that the City could build on the site after getting management authority.  It was estimated that at least a 6-month time frame would be necessary to obtain management authority.  Later it was mentioned that, technically, there is no provision for granting management authority for this parcel due to its current status and that the land would have to be surveyed before conveyance.  This process takes up to two years.  Ed Collazzi indicated that perhaps DNR could issue some type of interim authority so that the project could move forward.

David Lockard said that the site control needs to be in place for the power plant site by March 2007.

The meeting concluded with agreement among the parties to work together to obtain site control for these projects as expeditiously as possible.
