ANTHC hosts village-based health provider summit

By Charmaine Ramos, Project Manager, Community Health Services

Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium

On December 9, 2003, Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium hosted a statewide meeting to facilitate discussion and gather input on its Village-Based Health Provider Training/Education and Employment Project.  The goal of the Village Providers Project is to create 100 self-sustaining village jobs in the areas of behavioral health, dental health, and personal care assistance.  Participants in the Anchorage summit represented tribal health and non-profit, state, and private entities from across the state of Alaska.  

Beginning the summit, ANTHC staff provided an update on the multi-faceted project.  Each discipline is at various stages of development and implementation region by region.  

Then the Summit participants were 

asked three questions to facilitate their thoughts and group discussion, the questions were: 1) What is happening in your region now?;  2) What is your strategic plan and priorities for the next two – three years; and 3) How may ANTHC assist with realizing your strategic plan and priorities?   
Summit participants’ responses covered their hopes and dreams for their programs and services.  They shared some of the wisdom they have gained through their experiences in planning and developing other programs.  Participants’ comments will be used to shape the Village Providers Project so it fits the needs of villages and tribal health organizations. 



ANTHC sponsored the Summit on behalf of a coalition called the Alaska Rural Community Health & Economic Solutions (ARCHES).  Members of this coalition include Alaska Native Health Board, Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority, Denali Commission, Rasmuson Foundation, and University of Alaska.  In addition to support from ARCHES partners, private funders of the Village Providers Project include Ford Foundation, National Rural Funders Collaborative, and Paul G. Allen Foundation and public funders such as the Indian Health Service.  

Following the Summit, there were roundtable discussion on the planning, development, and implementation of the behavioral health project.  Before the Summit, both the dental health and personal care assistance projects met with management to discuss their projects.   



To find out more about the Village Providers Project, contact project manager Charmaine Ramos at 729-4491.  
