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INVESTING IN ALASKA’S BEST IDEAS






Progress Report

April - June 2007 
ALASKA MARKETPLACE 2007

Alaska Marketplace: An Alaska Federation of Natives Initiative to Stimulate Economic Development in Rural Alaska through Competition and Innovation

The Alaska Marketplace competition for ideas is modeled after The World Bank Development Marketplace and managed by the Alaska Federation of Natives.  Initiated by the Denali Commission, the Alaska Marketplace is also underwritten by the BP,  ConocoPhillips, Rasmuson Foundation and Telecommunications Development Fund, Chugach Alaska Corporation, National Cooperative Bank and Wells Fargo.
1. April ‘07
Date of Launch changed to May 4th due to scheduling difficulties.
Set and prepared to Launch for the call for Business Idea Applications:

· Set the Launch Date for May 4, 2007 to be held at ConocoPhillips.

· The Criteria and Evaluation Committee with participation from 10 agencies revised the initial Concept Paper and renamed Business Idea Application from the 2006 year.
Brochure, BIA forms, website updated to reflect the new and revised materials.
· Drafted and distributed letters of Invitation and press release to radio, television, newspaper throughout the State announcing the 2007 Alaska Marketplace Launch.
· Goal set for 200 Business Idea Applications.
· Continuing efforts to increase program partnership, collaboration and to increase program funding.  

2. May ‘07

· The official Alaska Marketplace Launch took place on May 4, 2007 at ConocoPhillips.  Approximately 125 guest, partners, attended the event.  The agenda included participation from Partners:  BP, ConocoPhillips, Denali Commission and TDF. The Launch also included a reception.  
· The AFN Board of Directors Meeting met on May 4, 2007.  AM staff prepared and presented a report to the board on current sponsor awards and status of the Alaska Marketplace to date.
Prepared and mailed out the revised Business Idea Application to AFN membership, all AM database inquiries, and the 2006 participants (aprox. 450).
· The AM team was invited and participated at the Ahtna Annual Shareholder Meeting at Copper Center on May 19, 2007 to present to shareholders of the opportunity to apply for the Competition of Ideas.
3. June ‘07

· Monitored, processed and screened for eligibility the incoming Business Idea Applications from the website and other means of applying:  PDF, email attachments and handwritten applicants.
· Statewide media campaign for the June 28, 2007 deadline for Business Idea Applications to be submitted and counted.  GCI offered airtime on their cable stations, additionally newsletter articles were drafted and disseminated to the AFN membership and a multitude of newspapers, radio and other forms of outreach throughout the State.
· June 28th deadline:  306 BIA received from 95 towns; 267 eligible and 39 not eligible; gender:  female 146 and male 160; Natives 194 and non-natives 194; rural 189 and non-rural 117.

· Prepared the Business Idea Application for the Finalist phase.
Alaska Marketplace Timeline
· May 4, 2007
Alaska Marketplace Launch 

· June 28, 2007
Alaska Marketplace Proposal Deadline – C.O.B. AST

· July 16, 2007
Round I Assessments – Distribute the “eligible” concept paper/applications to assessors.  The assessors will be assigned to a group and will have approximately 10 days to individually review and score their assigned concept papers.
· July 26, 2007
Assessors will meet in joint session in Anchorage, at the BP Energy Center (unconfirmed) from 10 to 2 PM, to deliberate in their groups and select the finalists.

· July 27, 2007
Finalists announced to the press and posted on the AM website.  

· August-September 2007
Entrepreneur Relations Liaison Team will be available to answer business plan and general competition questions, provide resources and competition updates. 

Coaches will be available to the finalists upon request.    

· October 1, 2007
Final Business Plan Deadline – C.O.B. AST

· October 5, 2007

Judges receive their assigned business plans and begin their pre-event review and scoring.

· October 23/24, 2007
Alaska Marketplace 2 day Showcase Competition Event at the 2007 Alaska Federation of Natives Convention in Fairbanks.
* All dates are tentative
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