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Alaska Marketplace Year 3 Launch
Investing in Alaska’s Best Ideas


ANCHORAGE, AK:  The Alaska Marketplace is excited to announce the Year 3 Competition of Ideas beginning July 7 2008.
The Alaska Federation of Natives’ initiative to stimulate rural economic development - Alaska Marketplace will began accepting Innovative Idea Applications, July 7, 2008 through September 1, 2008.
The 2008 Alaska Marketplace Theme:  “Innovations for Thriving Communities” to address the most pressing issues affecting rural Alaska today.  The five Sub Themes for the competition have been identified as follows:
Affordable Energy – innovative ways to implement affordable, renewable & alternative energy sources.

Practical Use of New Technology - practical use of new technology to create village enterprises, such as:  use of cell phones or digital media.

Innovative Ideas to Reduce the Cost of Living – such as cooperatives or various sharing arrangements that have very practical results and can be replicated in other communities and possibly scaled up.

Investing in People - innovative ideas to encourage life-long learning and enable people to thrive in a rapidly changing world, full of hope and optimism.

Rural Housing of the Future - incorporating energy efficiencies and new cost-effective designs in innovative ways which celebrate traditional cultures and promotes community pride.

The Alaska Marketplace initiative over the past two years was a major economic breakthrough for rural Alaska, bringing fresh ideas and monetary awards to local communities throughout Alaska.  This year’s finalists will showcase their Business and Innovative Idea’s at the October 2008 AFN Convention in Anchorage.
The 2008 Alaska Marketplace will have two distinct categories for submissions - the first is the “Business Idea” model-the second is an “Innovative Idea”.  The Business Idea will demonstrate how the idea will contribute towards economic stimulation and job creation, the Innovative Idea (not-for-profit) must show how the community or social structure will benefit by the proposed innovation and how the idea can be replicated and/or applied to other communities. 
The Alaska Marketplace competition for ideas is modeled after The World Bank Development Marketplace and managed by the Alaska Federation of Natives.  Initiated by the Denali Commission, the Alaska Marketplace is also sponsored by BP, ConocoPhillips, Denali Commission, Telecommunications Development Fund and Alyeska Pipeline Service Company. The Alaska Marketplace recently received a national award from the National Association of Development Organizations, the 2008 Innovation Award.

For more information on the Alaska Marketplace, visit www.alaskamarketplace.org or call (907) 274-3611. 
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