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PROGRESS REPORT

	NAME OF ORGANIZATION:
	Associated General Contractors of Alaska

	NAME OF PROJECT:
	High School Construction Career Pathway and Construction Skills Assessment

	REPORT PERIOD:
	October 1, 2004 to November 30, 2004


PROJECT ACTIVITIES AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS:

Briefly describe the grant activities undertaken during the period and any accomplishments achieved.

High School:

We identified and agreed to the three high school construction class projects that will complement the NCCER Contren Core curriculum.  All three are in the same school district, Bering Strait School District.  The high schools are:


Shishmaref High School

Shishmaref, AK


Tukurngailnguq School

Stebbins, AK


Unalakleet School


Unalakleet, AK

The teacher in Stebbins, RJ Trevithick, reports that the buildings (2 sheds) are going up slowly and the students are working their way through the NCCER Core curriculum and his other students are working through Carpentry Level 1.

The teacher in Shishmaref, John Thoreson, e-mailed photos of the partial build shed.  He’ll submit a report after the Holidays.

The teacher in Unalakleet, Gary Eckenweiler, reports that his Core (beginners) class has completed two modules of the Core curriculum and his carpentry class has completed two modules of the Carpentry Level 1 curriculum.  They’ll begin on the shed project after the first of the year.

To date I have a count of 39 high school classes that will use NCCER this year.  I’m aware of a few more that I’ll add to my roster later.

We’ve booked December 15—18 for a NCCER teacher certification class called the ICTP.  We have enough requests now to merit holding a class.

Under our NCCER sponsorship we have:


78 high school teachers certified to teach NCCER curriculum


141 high school students on the NCCER National Registry


110 high school students with NCCER certificates

Craft Skill Assessments:
October 22 we proctored 15 craft skill assessments for our customer, ANTHC, in Nome.  We used the new  NCCT tests called Construction Technology.

October 12 we certified two electricians to be NCCER certified Performance Evaluators.  That will give us a total of five certified craft Performance Evaluators representing the following crafts:  carpentry, painting, and electrical.

People’s Learning Center has told us they will schedule their assessments after the first of the year.

Three housing authorities are interested in using craft skill assessments.  My projection is that after the first of the year we’ll be busy with our assessment customers.
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PLANNED ACTIVITIES FOR NEXT REPORTING PERIOD:

Describe the grant activities you expect to complete during the next month.

I’ll continue talking with the housing authorities who’ve expressed interest in the craft skill assessments and work to schedule the assessments. 

I meet with Aleutian/Pribilof Islands Association November 29 and explained how it could work for them.  They committed to using the assessments for their trainees while they’re in Anchorage for training as well as taking assessments to their people.

I’ll continue working with the high schools to support their using NCCER Contren curriculum.

Also, I’ll explore new clients for the craft skill assessments. 

PROBLEMS, DELAYS OR CONCERNS EXPERIENCED:

Are the grant activities progressing as planned?  If not, what is the cause?  Identify if there are any areas the Alaska Workforce Investment Office can provide assistance.

The only problems or delays are:

1) People’s Learning Center has scheduled all their assessments for after the first of the year.  This is only a delay not a true problem.

2)  It’s taking longer to “win over” any of the housing authorities than I thought.  However, I’ll continue talking with those who’ve said they might be interested.  

POSSIBLE PROBLEM RESOLUTIONS AND TIMEFRAMES:

For any problems identified, describe how you will resolve them and how long it will take.

I think with the housing authorities it’s a matter of orienting them to the assessments and once that’s accomplished the familiarity will keep it moving forward.  For the organizations who don’t know who we are or what it is we’re offering sometimes it’s easier to not take the time to explore it and say no to me.

My contact at the Aleutian/Pribilof Island Association offered to share with other organizations the value of these assessments.  This offer was reconfirmed at our November meeting.

Certification:  I certify that the above information is true and correct and in accordance with the terms and conditions of the agreement.
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