HOUSING & INFRASTRUCTURE WORK GROUP

1. Define priorities for Elder Assisted living / Supportive Housing.
Current Status: 

Agencies and current initiatives

· Denali Commission is funding three licensed assisted living facilities.  (Homer, Galena, and Bethel)

· Alaska Housing Finance Corporation (AHFC) continues existing GOAL and Senior Housing loan programs.
· The Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority (The Trust) has formulated an implementation work group; focused on their beneficiaries, of which elders are one. Supportive housing for elders will be a priority.

One Year Goal:
· Encourage State of Alaska and Tribal Health Providers to provide coordinated input into elder supportive housing priorities. 
· Ask Alaska Association of Housing Authorities (AAHA) to provide assessment, by region, of perceived elder housing needs.  
· Agencies will continue outreach and provide incentives to rural stakeholders and potential partners to integrate elder housing needs. 
· Encourage inclusion of elder supportive housing into larger regional health facilities strategies.
2. Develop procedures to insure proper planning and coordination of new housing and infrastructure; including identification of funding sources for each component and the roles of the different partners.

Current Status:   Pre-Construction Checklist completed. During the Building our Communities II workshop in April sessions were offered addressing this goal.
One Year Goal:
· Promote the use of the pre-construction checklist by funding agencies and applicants.
3. Expand programs designed to provide standard housing for teachers, health professionals and law enforcement personnel stationed in rural Alaska.

Current Status:  
· The Denali Commission’s 2004 statewide teacher housing survey established baseline information on teacher housing needs in all rural school districts. Survey identified three levels of housing need: high, moderate and low. 

· Denali Commission funding leveraged loans for four teacher housing projects in the high need category with AHFC providing project oversight.

· AHFC continues to administer a separate teacher housing and health professional housing program. 
· In September, the AHFC Board voted to approve purchase of HUD Section 184 guaranteed loans which will expand homeownership opportunities statewide. Creative possibilities for larger housing development projects are in discussion. 

One Year Goal:
· Encourage regional and local partners to assume more of a leadership role in the development of teacher housing, law enforcement personnel and health professional housing in rural Alaska. 
4. Promote collaborative funding for research of healthy, durable and economically sound housing in rural Alaska.

Current Status: USDA Rural Development and Alaska Housing Finance Corporation (AHFC) have funded a statewide housing assessment by the Cold Climate Housing Research Center.
One Year Goal:
· Complete statewide housing assessment and report major findings to the Housing and Infrastructure Work Group.
